
A STEP BY STEP CHECKLIST

PROPER PAVER 
MAINTENANCE



Start by putting on the 
following PPE:

 ☐ Safety glasses
 ☐ Steel-toe shoes
 ☐ Protective gloves
 ☐ Hard hat
 ☐ Vest

You’ll need these tools for 
the job:

 ☐ Water
 ☐ Brush
 ☐ Whisk broom
 ☐ Scraper
 ☐ Pry bar
 ☐ Rag
 ☐ Pressure washer

Daily pre-shift cleaning of the 
asphalt paver should always 
involve these steps: 

 ☐ Remove debris, dirt and dust from 
the radiator and engine with the 
whisk broom and rag. (Do this for 
the battery at least once a week.) 
This step should take about six to 
nine minutes. 

 ☐ Remove debris, dirt and dust from 
the external screed controls and 
top operating deck with scraper 
and gloves. This step should take 
about five minutes. 

 ☐ Remove debris, dirt and dust from 
the augers, hopper and drive train 
with scraper and gloves. This step 

will take anywhere from 45 min-
utes to just over an hour. 

 ☐ Spray down all surfaces that come 
into contact with asphalt with an 
asphalt release agent. This step 
will take about three to six min-
utes, depending on the method 
you use. 

 ☐ At least twice a month, take 45 
minutes to an hour to use a wa-
ter hose standpipe, brush, whisk 
broom, scraper, pry bar, rag and 
other instruments to complete-
ly wash down the machine. Do 
this more often if the volume of 
material going through the ma-
chine dictates.

Start by putting on the 
following PPE:

 ☐ Safety glasses
 ☐ Steel-to shoes
 ☐ Protective gloves
 ☐ Hard hat
 ☐ Vest

You’ll need these tools for 
the job:

 ☐ Eyes
 ☐ Ears
 ☐ Nose
 ☐ Hands
 ☐ Rag

How To Inspect Your Paver:
 ☐ Get the pre-operation inspection 

report and carry out pre-operation 
check in accordance with SP-036. 

 ☐ Walk around the machine checking 
for damages such as cracks, corrosion 
and fluid leaks. 

 ☐ Check the hopper to be sure it has 
no cracks and that the rubber is in 
good condition.

 ☐ For rubber-track pavers, check the 
rubber track assemblies for excessive 
wear and check the tension to be sure 
it is within 1/4-inch maximum droop. 

 ☐ Check the augers to be sure none are 
cracked or broken. Measure circum-
ference and width. 

 ☐ Visually check under the screed 
for slopes, match height, edge plate 
wear, etc. 

 ☐ Check the fuel gauge level and fill 
with red dye diesel as necessary. 

 ☐ Check the hydraulic oil level of the 
hydraulic system and make sure 

there are no leaks. The surface 
level should be visible in the sight 
glass, so top it off if necessary. 

 ☐ Check the operator area and set up 
laser depth systems.   

 ☐ Check for damages and miss-
ing sections of safety markings 
such as reflective tape and the 
“slow-moving” triangle. Repair 
as needed. 

 ☐ Check all functions of the external 
screed controls for proper operation. 

 ☐ Check the horn and reverse alarm 
to be sure they are working well 
and audible. 

 ☐ At the operator’s station, check gaug-
es, lamps, instruments, mirrors, seat 
belts, control levers, seats and floor-
ing to be sure all are operable and in 
good condition. 

CLEANING THE PAVER

INSPECTING THE PAVER

Before personnel can inspect or perform routine maintenance on the asphalt paver, the 
machine has to be cleaned. 

A three-person team performs inspection at the outset of every shift, ensuring no leaks, 
electrical problems, loose bolts or other issues will negatively affect production that day.



 ☐ Lift the hood—step on foot lock 
to move operator control panel 
to the center. On the right side of 
paver, lift hydraulic pump knob to 
lift hood until the hydraulic cylin-
der locks.  

 ☐ Check the engine for oil leaks. 
Check the oil level and top off if nec-
essary, using SAE15W40 oil only. 

 ☐ Check the radiator and cool-
ing fan for defects and leakage. 
Check the coolant level and top 
off if necessary using 50/50 an-
ti-freeze. 

 ☐ Check for oil leakage of oil from hy-
draulic equipment, tank, cylinders, 
hoses and joints, adding AW46 or 
AW68 oil only if necessary. 

 ☐ Check for leakage from engine 
compartments in the oil cooler. 
Check also for damaged or loose 
hoses and hose clamps. 

 ☐ Check that the battery is clean of 
debris, dirt, dust and corrosion, 
and make sure it’s secure and that 
terminals are tight. 

 ☐ Check that the air restriction indi-
cator hasn’t been tripped, indicating 
that the filters need to be replaced. 

 ☐ Check that the charge filters in-
dicators haven’t entered the red 
zone, indicating that they need to 
be replaced. 

 ☐ Visually check the fan belt for in-
tersecting cracks, fraying or miss-
ing pieces. 

 ☐ Visually check the fire extinguish-
er gauge reading to be sure it’s 
within the proper operating range 
and that the service tag is up to 
date. Verify the monthly tag is ini-
tialed or initial it in accordance 
with SP-042. 

 ☐ On the right side of the paver, lift 
hydraulic pump knob, unlock hy-
draulic cylinder and lower knob to 
lower the hood. 

 ☐ Check to be sure the operator’s 
manual is on the machine. 

 ☐ Carry out the daily lubrication 
checklist. 

 ☐ Update the pre-operation inspec-
tion report to include items need-
ing attention.

Start by putting on the 
following PPE:

 ☐ Safety glasses
 ☐ Steel-to shoes
 ☐ Protective gloves

You’ll need these tools for 
the job:

 ☐ Grease gun
 ☐ Rag

Daily Lubrication of the Paver:
 ☐ Font conveyor bearing on the left 

hand side (LHS)—grease 2 fittings 
w/ 1-3 shots high temperature 
grease each.

 ☐ Tow arm nose roller LHS—grease 1 
fitting w/ 1-3 shots high temp grease 

 ☐ Rear outer conveyor bearing LHS grease 
1 fitting w/ 1-3 sots high temp grease 

 ☐ Vibrator bearings LHS grease 2 fit-
tings w/ 1-3 shots high temp grease 

 ☐ Pivot point bearing LHS grease 1 fit-
ting w/ 1-3 shots high temp grease 

 ☐ Rear inner conveyor bearing LHS grease 
1 fitting w/ 1-3 shots high temp grease 

 ☐ Inner and outer auger bearing LHS 
grease 2 fittings w/ 1-3 shots high 
temp grease 

 ☐ Inner and outer auger bearing right 
hand side (RHS) grease 2 fittings w/ 
1-3 shots high temp grease 

 ☐ Rear inner conveyor bearing RHS 
grease 1 fitting w/ 1-3 shots high 
temp grease 

 ☐ Pivot point bearing RHS grease 1 fit-
ting w/ 1-3 shots high temp grease 

 ☐ Vibrator bearings RHS grease 2 fit-
tings w/ 1-3 shots high temp grease 

 ☐ Rear outer conveyor bearing RHS 
grease 1 fitting w/ 1-3 shots high 
temp grease 

 ☐ Tow arm nose roller RHS grease 1 
fitting w/ 1-3 shots high temp grease 

 ☐ Front conveyor bearing RHS 
grease 2 fittings w/ 1-3 shots high 
temp grease

Weekly Lubrication of the Paver:
 ☐ Track pivot LHS—grease 1 fitting 

w/ 1-3 shots high temp grease
 ☐ Track pivot RHS—grease 1 fitting 

w/ 1-3 shots high temp grease

Monthly Lubrication of the Paver:
 ☐ Frame raise eccentric LHS— 

grease 4 fittings w/ 1-3 shots high 
temp grease 

 ☐ Depth cranks LHS—crease 2 fit-
tings w/ 1-3 shots high temp grease 

 ☐ Crown control—grease 4 fittings 
w/ 1-3 shots high temp grease 

 ☐ Operator console pivot bearings: 
grease 4 fittings w/ 1-3 shots high 
temp grease 

 ☐ Depth cranks RHS—grease 2 fit-
tings w/ 1-3 shots high temp grease 

 ☐ Frame raise eccentric RHS—grease 4 
fittings with 1-3 shots high temp grease

OILING  AND LUBRICATING THE PAVER

Sources: John Ball, proprietor of 
Top Quality Paving, Manchester, 
New Hampshire

For more tips, tricks 
and checklists to 
elevate your paving 
process, visit 
www.theasphaltpro.com.


